
Quakertown School District  
Middle School Grade 8 
 Summer Reading 2015 



The goals: 
1. To grow as learners. The more you read, 

the more interesting life becomes! 
2. To create a community of readers. 
3. To share good books and encourage others 

to read them. 
4. To generate discussions with your peers 

and teachers. 



The assignment: 
  
1. Select at least 1 book from the Summer Reading List. 
2. Read the book(s)! Choose the one you will share in 

the fall. 
3. Use the character analysis chart or sticky notes so that 

you are able to respond to a prompt during class 
discussion. 

4. When you return to school, on a designated day early 
in September, students will meet in discussion groups 
with classmates who have read the same book. 

5. This assignment will be evidence for standard 
Comprehension and Collaboration. 



I am Malala by Malala Yousfzai 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in 
Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to 
be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she 
almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head 
at point-blank range while riding the bus home from 
school, and few expected her to survive.  
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on 
an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in 
northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in 
New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of 
peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.   
                                              Lexile Level 1000 



The Boy on the Wooden Box  
by Leon Leyson 
Leon Leyson was only ten years old when the 
Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced 
to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With 
incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson 
was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, 
including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, 
commandant of Plaszow, the concentration 
camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the 
generosity and cunning of one man, a man 
named Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon 
Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his 
father, and two of his four siblings, by adding 
their names to his list of workers in his 
factory—a list that became world renowned: 
Schindler’s List. 
                                 Lexile Level 1000 



Hollow City by Ransom Riggs 
Having escaped Miss Peregrine’s island by the 
skin of their teeth, Jacob and his new friends 
must journey to London, the peculiar capital 
of the world. Along the way, they encounter 
new allies, a menagerie of peculiar animals, 
and other unexpected surprises. 
Complete with dozens of newly discovered 
(and thoroughly mesmerizing) vintage 
photographs, this new adventure will delight 
readers of all ages. 
                                  Lexile Level 850 



Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above 
the family coffee shop with her widowed mother 
and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding 
chores and making plans to turn the family business 
into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then 
the fever breaks out.  
Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in 
its path and turning Mattie's world upside down. At 
her feverish mother's insistence, Mattie flees the 
city with her grandfather. But she soon discovers 
that the sickness is everywhere, and Mattie must 
learn quickly how to survive in a city turned frantic 
with disease.    
                                          Lexile Level 820 



Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World 
War Two  by Joseph Bruchas 
Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against 
Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. 
effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable 
code that used their native language. They braved some of 
the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they 
saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained 
classified for more than twenty years. 
But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for 
young adults through the riveting fictional tale of Ned 
Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code 
talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. 
This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, 
like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and 
language of the Navajo Indians. 
"Bruchac's gentle prose presents a clear historical picture 
of young men in wartime, island hopping across the Pacific, 
waging war in the hells of Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and 
Iwo Jima. Nonsensational and accurate. 
                                                     Lexile Level 910 


